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BASIC VERBS
There are several kinds of verbs.  The most basic is the ACTION VERB.  A verb is a word that shows action in a sentence.  It tells what someone or something does.

EXERCISE 1
DIRECTIONS:  Circle each action verb below.


1.
throw





11.
drink


2.
hair





12.
looked


3.
room





13.
window


4.
chase





14.
found


5.
walk





15.
cleaned


6.
large





16.
grocery store


7.
cut





17.
jacket


8.
breakfast




18.
after


9.
carry





19.
unhappy


10.
lamp





20.
clean

EXERCISE 2
DIRECTIONS:  Underline each verb twice in these sentences.

1.
Mr. Percy sold his 1962 Buick for $50.00.

2.
Mrs. Vaughn slipped on the icy steps.

3.
The Brown's dog bit the letter carrier.

4.
I always carry a lug wrench in the trunk of my car.

5.
Mr. Post works at the grocery store.

6.
My husband mows the grass on Saturday mornings.

7.
Mr. Crenshaw jogs around the neighborhood every day.

8.
My wife bakes bread on Fridays.

9.
Our family watches TV after dinner.

10.
The Whites went to Disney World on vacation.

11.
Mr. Cox bought a new fishing rod.

12.
Columbus discovered America in 1492.






VERB TENSE
There are 3 basic verb tenses: present, past and future.
PRESENT TENSE can show two kinds of present time.


1)
Present tense can show something that happens regularly or often.

     

EXAMPLE:  Mary eats three meals a day.


2)
Present tense can show something that is happening now.


EXAMPLE:  Mary is eating right now.  (These will always have the word is or are as part of the verb, and the verb will have an “ing” on the end of it.)

EXERCISE 3
DIRECTIONS:  Choose the correct PRESENT TENSE verb in these sentences and write it on the blank line. Ask yourself, “Who or What is doing this action?”  Make sure that matches with the verb you are using.
EXAMPLE:
The Andersons usually ________________ to church socials.






       (come - comes)



Who is coming?  The Andersons   Andersons come or Andersons comes?

1.
Mr. King ____________________ twice a day.




(shave - shaves)

2.
On Mondays Jean and I ____________________ tennis.






(play - plays)

3.
Mr. Jones and I ____________________ to lunch together.





(go  - goes)

4.
Mr. and Mrs. Hicks ____________________ in the country.





     (live - lives)

5.
The mailman ____________________ the mail by 11:00.




    (bring - brings)

6.
My husband ________________________ fishing.




  (is going - are going)

7.
I ____________________________ a new dress to the football game.


     (are wearing - am wearing)

8.
Ducks ____________________________ over our house.



     (is flying - are flying)

9.
The bus _________________________ over the 14th Street Bridge.




(is going - are going)

10.
I ____________________________ for a letter from my brother.



(am waiting - are waiting)

EXERCISE 4
DIRECTIONS: Write the correct present tense form of the verb given in each sentence below.  Some sentences will show something that happens regularly or often.  Some sentences will show something that is happening right now.  There can be more than one correct answer, but you will need to be able to explain your choice!
EXAMPLE:

My in-laws are coming to visit me.






(come)




They come every year.




       (come)

1.
I ____________________ my kitchen lemon yellow.



(paint)

2.
The men ____________________ baseball at the park every day.





(play)

3.
David ____________________ the dog a bath now.




(give)

4.
My daughter and I _______________ for dresses to wear to the party.





   (shop)

5.
My husband ____________________ to fix flat tires.





(like)

6.
My son ____________________ in the parking lot at the grocery store.




(wait)

7.
Mr. Smith ____________________ my lunch.





 (buy)    

8.
Mr. Black ____________________ the newspaper before work.





(read)

9.
My wife ____________________ the dishes right now.




  (wash)

10.
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson __________________ to the theater every weekend.






   (go)

PAST TENSE is used when you are talking about something that happened before and is fin​ished now.  Often the past tense form of a verb is made by adding "ed" to the basic verb.  These are the simplest past tense verbs and are called REGULAR PAST TENSE verbs.

EXERCISE 5
DIRECTIONS:  Change these present tense verbs to regular past tense verbs.

EXAMPLE:

cover


covered



look


looked

BASIC





  PAST                       


VERB






TENSE
1.
mail





____________________

2.
add





____________________

3.
rain





____________________

4.
type





____________________

5.
cook





____________________

6.
wash





____________________

7.
laugh





____________________

8.
die





____________________

9.
hope





____________________

10.
walk





____________________

11.
dance





____________________

12.
learn





____________________

EXERCISE 6
DIRECTIONS:  Write the correct REGULAR PAST TENSE verb in these sentences.  You must find a verb which fits the meaning of the sentence and ends in "ed".

EXAMPLE:  I moved the trash out to the street.

1.
My neighbors ____________________ me paint my house.

2.
My wife ____________________ to sew at night school.

3.
I ____________________ for Truman in 1948.

4.
Mr. Ford bought a ladder and ____________________ his broken roof.

5.
Mrs. Johnson ________________ to North Carolina to visit her sister.

6.
Mrs. Smith _________________ all over the neighborhood for her cat.

7.
I ____________________ in Kansas when I was young.

8.
My wife ____________________ to go to the movies tonight.

9.
I ____________________ a package to my nephew last week.

10.
My husband ____________________ at the grocery store on the way home.

IRREGULAR past tense verbs have a change in spelling or can be the same word in both the present and past tense.  See the examples below.
EXAMPLES:

SPELLING CHANGE


SPELLING THE SAME



   awake - awoke




hit - hit




   blow - blew





read - read




   make - made





cut - cut




   bring - brought




shut - shut




   feel - felt





quit - quit

EXERCISE 7
DIRECTIONS:  Write the correct PAST TENSE verbs in these sentences.  Some of the verbs are regular and some are irregular.

EXAMPLES:

The little girls skipped rope.

1.
We ____________________ the car on the corner of 21st and M Streets.



  
(park)

2.
The students ____________________ their projects to the class.





  (show)

3.
Miss Herman ____________________ the book from the library.





 (read)

4.
Mr. Finch ____________________ to dance.





(want)

5.
Mrs. Kyser ____________________ a letter to her Congressman.





(write) 

6.
The band ____________________ all night.





(play)

7.
The man ____________________ the house in a hurry.




   (leave)

8.
The children ____________________ in their coloring books.





  (color)

9.
Farmers ____________________ a lot of food last year.




  (grow)

10.
The sailboat ____________________ swiftly through the water.





  (sail)

FUTURE TENSE verbs are used to tell about things that will happen later.  To make a future tense verb write will, shall, or can in front of the verb.

EXERCISE 8
DIRECTIONS:  Draw a line under the FUTURE TENSE verbs in these sentences.

EXAMPLE:  I will put the calendar on the wall.

1.
The Women's Club will go to the art museum on Thursday.

2.
The Franklins shall visit the Schneiders tonight.

3.
Mr. Powell will work later every night this week.

4.
Our dog shall go to obedience school.

5.
My brother-in-law will vote for Senator Smith.

6.
Our church can have a picnic this afternoon.

7.
Laura and Maria will play in the backyard today.

8.
My plants shall not live through this cold weather.

9.
Mrs. Hanks will have a baby in the fall.

10.
Many people can watch the Olympics on television.

11.
Mr. Fritz will clean his garage on Saturday.

12.
Will you help me with the house cleaning?

EXERCISE 9
DIRECTIONS:  Draw a line under the FUTURE TENSE verbs in this paragraph.  

EXAMPLE:  I will paint our house on Saturday.


Our house needs a new coat of paint.  I shall go to the hardware store this afternoon to buy some paint.  I will choose a different color paint than last time.  I shall buy a good paint brush, too.  Then I will wait until Saturday to begin painting.  I hope that it will be a sunny day.  I shall scrape the old paint first.  Then I can apply the new paint in long strokes.  I will be sure to apply the paint carefully.  I can do a good paint job and save money by painting our house myself. 

EXERCISE 10
DIRECTIONS:  Rewrite each of these sentences.  Use a FUTURE TENSE verb in each sen​tence.                                     

EXAMPLE:
I am buying a rocking chair at the store.



I will buy a rocking chair at the store.
1.
Mrs. Jackson put a $5.00 bill in the birthday card.


________________________________________________________________

2.
The farmers pray for rain.


________________________________________________________________

3.
We call our goldfish "Penelope".


________________________________________________________________

4.
Heavy fog made it hard to see.


________________________________________________________________

5.
It snows in January.


________________________________________________________________

EXERCISE 11
DIRECTIONS:  Make a question out of each of these sentences.  Find the verb in the sentence and change it to a FUTURE TENSE form of the verb to form each question.

EXAMPLE:
She beats the egg whites in a bowl.                           



Will she beat the egg whites in a bowl?
1.
The store detective stopped the shoplifters.


________________________________________________________________

2.
The Dallas Cowboys play against the Pittsburgh Steelers.


________________________________________________________________

3.
That man designs dresses for famous movie stars.


________________________________________________________________

4.
Mr. Franks went to a college in New York.


________________________________________________________________

5.
The Robinsons are going to their daughter's college graduation.


________________________________________________________________

EXERCISE 12
DIRECTIONS:  Write PRESENT, PAST or FUTURE in front of each verb below to

tell the correct tense.

EXAMPLE:  past - jumped      present - eats      future - will throw

1.
____________ - work




5.  ____________ - walks

2.
____________ - started



6.  ____________ - counted

3.
____________ - will have



7.  ____________ - skip

4.
____________ - will go



8.  ____________ - followed

EXERCISE 13
DIRECTIONS:  The verbs in the following sentences are underlined.

Write PRESENT, PAST, or FUTURE next to each sentence.

EXAMPLE:
present - We walk to school.

1.
____________
My brother traveled to Europe last summer.

2.
____________
Miss Henderson stopped at the shopping center.

3.
____________
We always keep a first aid kit in the car.

4.
____________
The Wiltons will clean their yard today.

5.
____________
Our dog gets his shots every year.

6.
____________
The Campbells can come to our house tonight.

7.
____________
The neighbors borrowed our rake.

8.
____________
They live in a three-bedroom house.

9.
____________
Mrs. Garrett is cleaning the oven.

10.
____________
I shall take the car to the auto repair shop.

11.
____________
My wife wanted a robe for her birthday.

12.
____________
Stephanie will babysit for you tonight.

EXERCISE 14
DIRECTIONS:  Draw a line under the verbs in these sentences.  Write

PRESENT, PAST, or FUTURE next to each sentence.

EXAMPLE:  present - My wife rests every day after lunch.

1.
____________
We will show the film this afternoon.

2.
____________
She sewed her dress quickly.

3.
____________
Mrs. Baxter often dusts the furniture before dinner.

4.
____________
My boss left with my pen.

5.
____________
We will stay up late tonight.

6.
____________
We will develop the pictures tomorrow.

7.
____________
They asked us many questions about the school.

8.
____________
She always checks her spark plugs before a long trip.

9.
____________
My husband tested the TV tubes.

10.
____________
I write my mother twice a month.

11.
____________
The Boy Scouts will hike along the Appalachian Trail.

12.
____________
My husband often goes to work without his lunch.

EXERCISE 15
DIRECTIONS:  Write 5 sentences using one present tense verb in each.

1.
____________________________________________________________________

2.
____________________________________________________________________

3.
____________________________________________________________________

4.
____________________________________________________________________

5.
____________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS:  Write 5 sentences using a past tense verb in each.

1.
____________________________________________________________________

2.
____________________________________________________________________

3.
____________________________________________________________________

4.
____________________________________________________________________

5.
____________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS:  Write 5 sentences using a future tense verb in each.

1.
____________________________________________________________________

2.
____________________________________________________________________

3.
____________________________________________________________________

4.
____________________________________________________________________

5.
____________________________________________________________________
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